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Unit 4 
Workbook 

This Workbook contains worksheets that accompany many of the lessons from the 

Teacher Guide for Unit 4. Each worksheet is identified by the lesson number in which 

it is used. Some of the worksheets in this book do not include written instructions for 

students because the instructions would have contained nondecodable words. The 

expectation is that teachers will explain these worksheets to students orally, using the 

guidelines in the Teacher Guide. Nondecodable instructions are also included along 

the side of each of these worksheets, and are only meant to be read aloud by a 

teacher or family member. The Workbook is a student component, which means each 

student should have a Workbook. 



 
 

1.1 Name     

Dear Family Member,  

Today our class started the Unit 4 of the TN Foundational Skills Curriculum 

Supplement. The Reader for this unit is called The Green Fern Zoo. Your child 

will bring home stories you can read together about zoo keeper Vern and the 

different types of animals he cares for at the Green Fern Zoo. Remember that 

reading at home with your child is important for their success as a reader. 

In addition, your childõs spelling words for this week include the days of the week. Students 

will practice writing the date, including the days of the week. All of the spelling words this 

week are Tricky Words. Tricky Words do not play by the rules, meaning there are spellings that 

do not sound the way students would expect them to. These words need to be memorized, so 

your child will benefit from practice reading and writing them. 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

Monday 

Tuesday 

Wednesday 

Thursday 

Friday 

Saturday 

Sunday 

would 

 



Directions: Have students trace and copy the digraph and words. Students should say the sounds while writing  the letters. 
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Print the words on the lines where they fit best. 

1. fern 

2. herd 

3. perch 

  

      

  

  

      

  

  

      

  



Directions: Have students write the words with the /r/  sound under the ôredõ header and the words with the /er/ sound under the 
ôherõ header. 
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2.2 Name     

Dear Family Member,  

Your child has been taught to read words with the vowel digraph, or letter 

team, ôerõ as in her. To practice this new spelling, ask your child to cut out the 

word cards below. In addition to the ôerõ spelling, some of the words below are 

Tricky Words and previously taught spellings. Have your child read all of the 

words aloud, and arrange the cards to make phrases such òthe herdó and òone 

fern.ó You may also ask your child to copy the phrases onto a sheet of paper. Please keep the 

cards for future practice. 

the all big 

herd clerk perch 

food book one 

pound coin hawk 
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3.1 Name     

1. The plate is  . 

2. The  gave her a dime. 

3. Dogs have  . 

4. I would like three  ! 
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her clerk round coin 

verb paws scoops food 

 

 

   

 

 

   

 

 

   

 

 

   

 



5. I can cook a lot of  . 

6.    dad is at home. 

7. I will flip a  . 

8. Is this word a  ? 
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her clerk round coin 
 

verb paws scoops food 
 

 

   

 

 

   

 

 

   

 

 

   

 



3.2 Name     

Meet Vern 
Where will Vern take you? 

¹ the shop 

¹ the Green Fern Zoo 

¹ the bus 

1. 

Page 

2. What is Vernôs job? 
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3. What could be some things with wings? 

4. Name some things that you could see 
at the zoo. 

 

   

 

 

   

 

 

   

 

 

   

 

 

   

 

 

   

 

 

   

 



Directions: Have students trace and copy the digraph and words. Students should say the sounds while writing  the letters. 
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Print the words on the lines where they fit best. 

1. arm 

2. car 

3. star 

4. yarn 

5. cart 

  

   

  

  

   

  

  

   

  

  

   

  

  

   

  



 
 

4.2 Name     

Dear Family Member,  

Your child has been taught to read words with the vowel digraphs ôerõ as in 

her, and ôarõ as in car. Ask your child to cut out the word cards. Have your child 

arrange the cards to make phrases or sentences. You may also ask your child to 

copy the phrases or sentences on the sheet of paper. Please keep the cards for 

future practice. 

verb herd perch 

march the one 

yard a green 

farm chart fern 

this big is 

stars tree bark 
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5.1 Name    

Spelling Test 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

 

 

   

 

 

   

 

 

   

 

 

   

 

 

   

 

 

   

 

 

   

 

 

   

 





5.2 Name     

Things That Swim 

1. What is a trout? 

¹ a dog 

¹ a bug 

¹ a fish 

Page 

2. What parts of a trout help it hide? 

¹ spots and marks 

¹ mouth and teeth 

¹ fins and scales 

Page 
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3. What big fish makes wee fish run and 

hide? 

¹ trout 

¹ reef shark 

¹ squid 

Page 

4. Why do reef sharks make their home 

close to reefs? 

5. What do reef sharks like to feed on? 
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5.3 Name     

Dear Family Member,  

This is a story your child has probably read once, possibly several times, at 

school. Encourage your child to read the story to you and then talk about it 

together. Note that the tricky parts in Tricky Words are underlined in gray, and 

the new sound-spellings in this unit are bolded. 

Repeated oral reading is an important way to improve reading skills. It can be 

fun for your child to repeatedly read this story to a friend, relative, or even a pet. 

 

Meet Vern 

My name is Vern, and I have the 

best job! My job is to take you kids in 

to see the Green Fern Zoo. 

We will see things with wings and 

things with scales, things that bite 

and things that sting, things that 

creep and things that swim. 

I have lots of fun facts and tales 

to share with you. So letôs see the 

zoo and have some fun! 
 

 





 
 

6.1 Name     

Dear Family Member,  

Your childõs spelling words for this week include the ôerõ, ôarõ, and ôorõ spellings 

that your child has been learning in this unit. Your child should practice reading 

and writing these words. The last spelling word is a Tricky Word. Tricky Words 

do not play by the rules, meaning there are spellings that do not sound the way 

students would expect them to. These words need to be memorized. 

Spelling Words Lesson 6 

1. sharp 

2. fern 

3. start 

4. spoil 

5. verb 

6. shark 

7. crawl 

8. Tricky Word: because 

 



 







6.3 Name    

it is heôs 

here is canôt 

she is sheôs 

can not itôs 

he is hereôs 
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1. sad. 

2. hot out. 

3. run to the park. 

4. a good pal. 

5. my class. 

6. We see the 

sharks. 
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canôt letôs hereôs 

sheôs itôs Bertôs 
 

 

   

 

 

   

 

 

   

 

 

   

 

 

   

 

 

   

 



Dir ections: Have students trace and copy the digraph and words. Students should say the sounds while writing  the letters. 
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In the box are six words. Print them on the lines where they fit best. 

stork fork thorns 

corn shorts cord 
 

   

         

   

   

         

   



 
 

7.2 Name     

Dear Family Member,  

Your child has been learning to read and write contractions. Work with 

your child to write each sentence with the contracted form of the words in 

parentheses. Extension: Use contractions orally with your child, pausing to 

discuss the formation of the contracted form. 

1. glad we can have 
(he is) 

cake. 

2.    with her gran. 
(she is) 

3. run to the park! 
(let us) 

4. I   ride a bike. 
(can not) 

5.    the book! 
(here is) 

 

 

   

 

 

   

 

 

   

 

 

   

 

 

   

 





Directions: Have students copy the word onto the left side of the paper, fold it  in half, and then write the word from memory on 
the right side of the paper. 
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8.2 Name     

Dear Family Member,  

This is a story your child has probably read once, possibly several times, at 

school. Encourage your child to read the story to you and then talk about it 

together. The tricky parts in tricky words are underlined in gray. Please note that 

the multi-syllable words that students encounter in the Readers and Workbook 

will be divided between syllables with a dot. This dot serves as an early cue to 

assist students in chunking words, and will be omitted in later units. 

Repeated oral reading is an important way to improve reading skills. It can be fun for 

your child to repeatedly read this story to a friend, relative, or even a pet. 

 

 

Things That Swim 

I hope you kids like things that 

swim, be·cause this is the room 

where we keep all the fish. 

The fish here are trout. A trout is 

a fish that swims in cool lakes 

and creeks. You can see that they 

have lots of spots and marks. The 

spots and marks help the trout 

hide. They make the trout look a 

lot like the sand on the bed of a 

creek. 

 

 



 

 

Hereôs a big fish that makes all 

of the wee fish run and hide. This 

is a reef shark. It has that name 

be·cause it likes to make its home 

close to a reef, where there are 

lots of fish. 

You can see that the reef 

shark has fins and a set of gills 

on its side. You can not see them 

from here, but this shark has lots 

of sharp teeth in its mouth. 

Would a reef shark bite you? 

Well, you are not the lunch that 

this shark would like best. A reef 

shark likes to feed on squid, crabs, 

and shrimp. But it would be smart 

not to get the reef shark mad at 

you all the same! 

 



9.1 Name     

Chimps 

1. Green Fern Zoo has 

¹ one 

¹ five 

¹ ten 

chimps. 

2. Who is Bess? 

¹ a chimp 

¹ Vernôs pal 

¹ a shark 

3. What do chimps not like to munch on? 

¹ plants 

¹ seeds 

¹ rocks 
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4. What will Bart have for lunch? 

5. What will Max do for fun? 

6. Why were Carl and Norm not pals last 
week? 

 

   

 

 

   

 

 

   

 

 

   

 

 

   

 

 

   

 

 

   

 

 

   

 

 

   

 



10.1 Name    

Spelling Test 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

 

 

   

 

 

   

 

 

   

 

 

   

 

 

   

 

 

   

 

 

   

 

 

   

 





10.2 Name     

Mandrills 
Is a male manĿdrillôs nose green? 1. 

2. What makes man·drills look and feel 
good? 
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3. What is the verb in, ñWe feed man·drills 
ants, grass·es, nuts, bark, plant shoots, 
and roots.ò 

¹ man·drills 

¹ feed 

¹ bark 

4. List 4 nouns that you found in ñManĿdrills.ò 
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10.3 Name     

Dear Family Member,  

This is a story your child has probably read once, possibly several times, at 

school. Encourage your child to read the story to you and then talk about it 

together. The tricky parts in Tricky Words are underlined in gray. Please note that 

the multi-syllable words are divided between syllables with a dot. This dot serves 

as a cue to assist students in chunking syllables, and will be omitted in later units. 

Repeated oral reading is an important way to improve reading skills. It can be fun for 

your child to repeatedly read this story to a friend, relative, or even a pet. 

 

 

Chimps 

Next, letôs see the chimps. We 
have ten chimps here at the 
Green Fern Zoo. You can see 
them all out there if you look 
hard. 

The one you see here is Bess. 
She has a snack in her mouth. 
Bess and the rest of the chimps 
like to munch on plants, nuts, and 
seeds. 

Do you see that chimp with 
the stick? Thatôs Bart. Bart likes to 
have ants for lunch. To get the 
ants, he takes a stick and sticks 
it in an ant hill. Then he lifts it up 

 



and licks off the ants. Yum, yum! 

The chimp with the rope in his 
hand is Max. Heôs just a babe. He 
was born in March. Bess is his 
mom. 

Max is a lot of fun. He likes to 
swing on the rope and splash in 
the pool. 

The two chimps up on the 
rocks are Carl and Norm. Carl 
is the one on the left. Carl and 
Norm are pals. But they were not 

pals last week. 

Last week we gave them a 
branch from a fig tree for lunch. 
Norm took the branch and ran 
off with it. He ate all of the figs. 
Carl was mad at Norm all week. 

But that was last week. This 
week the two of them are pals. 

 

 



 
 

11.1 Name     

Dear Family Member,  

Our class has begun reading and writing two-syllable words. The spelling 

words this week are two-syllable words which may be more challenging than the 

previous one-syllable words. Your child may find it helpful to practice writing 

and remembering the spelling words syllable by syllable. 

Spelling Words Lesson 11 

1. zipper 

2. barking 

3. perfume 

4. morning 

5. carpet 

6. forest 

7. border 

8. Tricky Word: today 

 









 
 

11.3 Name     

Dear Family Member,  

Your child has been taught to read words with the vowel digraphs ôerõ as in 

her, ôarõ as in car, and ôorõ as in for. Ask your child to cut out the word cards. 

Show the cards to your child and have your child read them. Then have your 

child read the word cards from previous take-home worksheets. Extension: Ask 

your child to copy the words onto a sheet of paper. Further extension: Read 

the words aloud and have your child write the words down, one sound at a time, paying 

attention to the vowel digraphs. Please keep the cards for future practice. 

herd storm farm 

start clerk born 

term sports park 

short parts her 

&
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 





Directions: Have students read the sentences, circle the nouns, and underline the verbs with a squiggly line. Then have 
students write a few original sentences on the lines. 
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12.2 Name     

Things with Wings 

1. The puffÅ in makes his home 

¹ in hot lands 

¹ up north 

¹ in the grass 

Page 

2. The puffÅ inôs feet help him 

¹ swim 

¹ sleep 

¹ get a snack 

Page 
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3. What can a puffÅ in use to get fish? 

¹ his feet 

¹ his eggs 

¹ his bill 

Page 

4. PuffÅ ins are born from . 

The puffÅ in mom and sit 

on their egg. In the end, the 

pops out of the shell. 

5. What can a finch use to get food? 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

   

 

 

   

 



 
 

12.3 Name     

Dear Family Member,  

This is a story your child has probably read once, possibly several times, at 

school. Encourage your child to read the story to you and then talk about it 

together. The tricky parts in Tricky Words are underlined in gray. Please note that 

the multi-syllable words are divided between syllables with a dot. This dot serves 

as a cue to assist students in chunking syllables, and will be omitted in later units. 

Repeated oral reading is an important way to improve reading skills. It can be fun for your 

child to repeatedly read this story to a friend, relative, or even a pet. 

 

Mandrills 

Here you can see two 

man·drills. Man·drills are a lot like 

chimps. 

Do you like the red nose? The 

man·drill with the red nose is a male. 

The man·drill on the left is 

groom·ing the male with the red 

nose. She is look·ing for ticks and 

bugs. Man·drills like groom·ing 

be·cause it makes them look 

good and feel good, too. 

 

 



 

 

Look! One of the man·drills is 

yawn·ing! You can see that he has 

long, sharp teeth. Those sharp 

teeth help him chop up his food. 

Man·drills like a lot of foods. We 

feed our man·drills ants, grass, 

nuts, bark, plant shoots, and roots. 

Man·drills have sacks in·side 

their cheeks. They can stuff 

food in the sacks and keep it 

there un·til they need a snack. 

Then they pop the food out and 

munch on it! 


